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About Me

Who is Adam Zolyak?

* Overlanding 10 years with my partner Val and often friends
« Camped at 100s of dispersed campsites
 Camping, hiking, padding, and exploring 25+ years

* Long time maker - software, 3D printing, teaching, photography,
videography, ...

* Home base near Denver, CO but often somewhere in the west
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Agenda

What are we learning today?

e What is dispersed camping?

* (General Guidelines / Rules

e The 5 Steps to Finding An Awesome Campsite
e Q&A



Dispersed Camping Resource Guide
These slides + my recommended resources
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Why dispersed camping?

* Beautiful places

* Less annoying sounds
* |Less crowded

* Free or low cost

* Exploration and discovery along the way
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What is dispersed
camping?



What is dispersed camping?

Definition

Dispersed vehicle camping is a form of camping
where travelers set up their campsites outside of
desighated campgrounds generally on public land.

Also known as “boondocking”, "wild camping”, or “free
camping”. There are generally no amenities and you
must be entirely self sufficient.
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Planning

Preparation = Ready Options



Dispersed Camping
General Guidelines



Where can you dispersed camp?

General Guidelines

In general, you can dispersed camp on USFS or BLM
public land unless otherwise posted and while
following dispersed camping regulations.

NATIONAL SYSTEM OF PUBLIC LANDS
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

BANTHA OVERLAND
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Dispersed Camping Regulations

General Guidelines

* Prefer established roads, campsites, and fire rings

* Vehicle travel within 300 feet of designated roads

e Bring everything you need (food, water, waste management)
* Follow Leave No Trace principles while driving and camping

* Follow area specific regulations as posted in the area and
online

BANTHA OVERLAND
3 @banthaoverland @ banthaoverland.com Overland EXpO 2024



Dispersed Camping Regulations

General Guidelines

 Don’t dispersed camp

* On private land unless you have approval

. V\t/it)hin 1/4 mile of recreations sites (campgrounds, trailheads,
etc

* Within ~100-200 feet of fresh water (rivers, lakes)
 For more than ~2 weeks in the same site; move a few miles
 Too close to other campers

* Follow fire restrictions, seasonal road closures, and area specific
regulations as posted in the area and online
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5 Steps for Finding Sites

Finding awesome dispersed campsites

1. WIFM?

2. Where can | drive?

3. Where can | dispersed camp?
4. Scouting Sites

5. Picking A Site (the hardest part)

BANTHA OVE RLAND
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WIFM?

Step 1






What’s In It For Me (& My Group)

Step 1

* What’s the goal of your trip?
 Why: Hanging out at camp with friends and hiking
* One of which has never dispersed camped before
* POls: hiking, padding, rocks,...
* When: Spring
 Duration: A 3 day weekend

e Distance: Within ~2 hours of home

BANTHA OVERLAND
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Can | drive off-road there?
Step 2



What’s within 2 hours of home?
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There’s less traffic
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How about Wyoming?
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What’s the snowpack in May?
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Maybe Pole Mountain?
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What’s the scenery like? What are the roads like?







What'’s the typography like?
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This area looks cool! Cool rocks and hiking.
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Can | dispersed camp there?
Step 3



Finding and Saving Options
Step 3

« Maps
* Public and private land ownership
 Jopo and satellite imagery
* 3D terrain perspective views
* Guided trails: photos, descriptions, difficulty ratings
 Marking POls and sites and routes
« Search websites, YouTube, etc for additional info, other maps, etc
« Call the local field office and talk with a ranger

BANTHA OVERLAND
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Can | dispersed camp here?
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Can | dispersed camp here? MVUM Maps

IS H
!_-',S_D_‘i Forest Service Medicine Bow-Routt National Forests & Thunder Basin Hational Grassland
_ Carrg Forthe Land and 52".’i'\£ "‘QOD‘? Pl Seovne rome: fbou the doeney  Contaet Jwe eavnalUlMoe Insue Jiv s

Home VistUsv  Menagingtheland~ Learmnv | WorkingWith Usv | AboutUs v

Motor Vehicle Use Map

The Matar Vehicle Map [MVUWN] displays Nationa’ Forest Syster (NF3) roacs, trails, and areas that zre designated npen to motar venicle travel It isthe public's

responsibility to reference the MYUM o determine vihich routes are des gnated for motor vehicle use.,

Tap MM i free and availzhle nnline and at ranger disrier aff cas.
Maps
Maps far Mobile Devices

Download Free CHical MYUMs te your Mobile Device with the Averza Maps Mobile Apg.

» Macicine Bow KF MYUJM - Laramie Paax - Douglas Ranger District
» Megicine Bow K MYJM - Pole Mountzin - Largme Ranger Dustrict

» Mecicine Baw KF MYUM - Snowviy Range - Lacamie & Brush CreskfHayden Ranger Districts

Sierra Madre - Lararnie & Srush Creek/Hayden Banger Districts
» Routt NF MVUM - Parks Ranger Distrier

» RouttNF MVUM - Hahnz Peclk - Bears Zars Ranger District

» Foyutt N MVUM - Yampa Ranger District

» Thunder Basin National Grassland MYUM [North Half) - Douglas Ranger D¥strict

2.[) - Couglas Rarger Cistrict
Printable PDF Maps
“These ara veryiarge files ond will not fiton a stondard page

v Brush Craes/Hayden Ranger Distnict: Snowy Bange (pdf]
(Front side of map with regulations.)

s [irush Croas/l layden Ranger District: Sla-ra Madre [ pdf)
(Bac« zlde of map withaut regulatinns. )

» Douglas Ranger District: Laramie Paax [ pd?)

» Dougles Renger Cistnicts Sprog Creek Lpdf)
(Front side with regulstions sted)

» Douplas Ranper Districr: Thuader Basin Natianal Grazsland [ pdf)
(Bac side witheur repulatiars listed’




Can | dispersed camp here? MVUM Maps
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Can | dispersed camp here? MVUM Maps
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Can | dispersed camp here? MVUM Maps

Dispersed Camping

Tris symbol i3 usec zlong with a designated rcac or trail
to indicate | mited cross-county motor vehic € use within

a speclfic cistance cf that route, solely for the purpose of
dispersed camping. The ants indicate where this activity

is permitted. Trey may be cor the leT, right or both sides
of the route. Re‘er to the Dispersed Camping Table for

specifics.
".\\ ‘
M
\'\h_‘ "{\\_
y oy 1 \
N
\‘\:'75-'( \,"z- / >
\“—i\ \ L ‘ 7y ~
AN A 7a7A3 1 85
- - # =
— — — — . TO7A R — _
N ( Ty >4 @
JOR e ) 7 s -
< o l i j ‘ Tn S ot 0 ‘\"Qz 4 v
ﬁ‘_v__l! o~ F ~ L, SR 10! a,}p‘-"' ,-‘,v'
] - ﬁ.—_—t\\l 5.0 "s_‘% ; .|]7_4:.1 ’ 4 \?.\" :
i 12 %y - T4 a 07 9 10 [ 2
‘ . t‘-“."hs ‘VI 0 AG £
n o =~ N
e 708 N, 7 Twin Wzunta n
TN . 4
. .,l“{f%‘ By o ‘}.,:ii ‘ Crean Meuntaln ‘ 3
<— + d——— = ( —705F - T . T o T
“\ R .BLAIR ‘ e
ko o ¢ ek
e, A -
. 2 < ‘ £ '5,05-;:‘ ‘:‘\_Q-'
14 13 Yae, 18 17 16 | 15 TR Pu-.,\nl.i;*gzﬂ‘{,_\
| on| & ) "\_\ 00K
% | e NS CO/
. - e 004 oy =  .
7 T14N R71W TN % g8
o) — e
‘?’)0 x b
| Z) v b
Bl G 1;‘;3’
- Ky FTNE
23 24 9 20 21 | 790,59 J;, 1; 1 .;?""“ 24
@ Toll Rock Mﬁ = kY =
. A o
. 3 g —— ’
0 | S S
M5 . % \ /’ &<
o, - - oV o K &
B R ~'d0,p; _}; _» 14 - L ~ - . \‘{
. (.\ s “; : r “" \N_*\ ?Oﬂ_n
DR . ) m 7 C
D~ - '{"’E VEDAUWOO ity "‘\,\
. g‘ n i 3
} R g Y, ™1 e £ 7001 k!
ey ) = i 0 M‘t\’n T " ‘ s+ ]
L 7] 25 3 30 " 8 27 26 -
.-":y 1 ‘ Y A a‘ww r’ﬁ ‘ { ' -
A Y fanma 0o ¢
R N 3, ~s
RN Y OHB % =y | TRE
- S L-':vqr
Ny = B N 700,64
N TOCKN




Can | dispersed camp here? MVUM Maps

Dispersed Camping

Tris symbol i3 usec zlong with a designated rcac or trail
to indicate | mited cross-county motor vehic € use within

a apeclﬂ clstance cf that route, solely for the purpose of
dispersed camping. The ants indicate where this activity

is permitted. Trey may be cor the leT, right or both sides
of the route. Re‘er to the Dispersed Camping Table for
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Can | dispersed camp here? BLM Maps
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Scouting Sites
Step 4



Before Leaving
Step 4

 Check weather a few days before you leave: temperatures,
precipitation, wind, snow

 Download offline maps on at least 2 devices (have a backup)
* Share your itinerary with at least 2 people (especially if remote)

* Adjust preparation as needed (routes, clothing, ...)
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Picking A Site: Scouting

Step 5

Scouting: The act (and art) of evaluating a site to determine if you
like it and it meets your needs
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What type of site?

Step 5

wEy

THE RiTZ-CARLTON®

“Basic Hotel Room” “Fancy Resort”
A clean, safe place to sleep

A beautiful site by a river with
before moving on tomorrow

mountain views, trees for

hammocks, and nearby biking
trails
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Picking A Site: Scouting Tips
Step 5

* “Drop a pin” as your drive and see new options

« Stop and walking around at potential sites (and take a break)
* Drive down spur roads to see what’s around the corner
 Send a scout vehicle when traveling in a group

* Scout on foot with a radio to avoid unnecessary challenging
driving
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Scouting: Using OnX Offroad Mobile
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Picking A Site: Considerations
Step 5

» Sufficient space for vehicle(s) and people without causing damage
* Proximity to other campers

* The view

* Potential for wind

 Ground level and terrain (ex rocky, muddy, ...)

* Fire ring

* Distance to POls: hiking, biking, padding, ...

* Playground equipment (for the kids of course)

BANTHA OVERLAND
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Things won’t always go as
expected...

Communicate
+

Be Flexible
+

Have Patience




Picking A Site: Choosing

Step 5

* Over time, you’ll feel more comfortable scouting and “intuiting”
when you found an awesome site

 Have a deadline for finding a site (ex by 5pm, so we have 2
hours of daylight for hanging out and cooking) and start adjusting
by mid afternoon if needed

* You can always find a better site tomorrow
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Camping Responsibly

Leave It Better

The 7 Principles: e\
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Questions?



Dispersed Camping Resource Guide
A free guide with my recommendations

e ]
II |
-
1

https://journey-labs.ck.page/expodispersed

Get a copy of these slides and
links to my recommendations for
mapping software, maps, trail
descriptions, and more.
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